
 
 
Dear Friends,                August 2022 
 
 
“The Lord God is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my 
high places.”  (Habakkuk 3:19) 
 
 
My New Novo Role 
 
My responsibilities within Novo just took a quantum leap!  We gathered nearly 600 of our Novo staff 
from around the globe in Cancun, Mexico, where 42 years of Novo configuration was changed to meet 
our calling moving forward.  We met at a beautiful beach resort for eight days.  Alas, I never made it 
once to the beach, as I was in meetings from 8:00 AM until 10:00 PM every day. 
 
Three Novo divisions were birthed, and I assumed responsibility for the Empowering Leaders division.  
Novo’s President told me two months prior, “You’re too young to retire and you have way too much 
experience to have it be underutilized in the important years ahead.”  My response, “I’m 62 and I’ve 
sensed the decade of my 60’s will be my most significant contribution.  Retirement isn’t in the cards.”  
 

 
 
The breadth of Novo ministries around the globe has expanded exponentially in recent years.  I’ll share 
some of that in another letter.  The Empowering Leaders division comprises the seasoned staff whose 
ministries impact a multitude, globally.  The next step is for me to fashion a team that can give adequate 
structure, supervision and collaboration among the Novo staff ministering under the banner of 
Empowering Leaders, a division dedicated to developing ministry leaders, strengthening churches and 
church planting in the US and around the world.  Pictured here is the leadership core of our division. 
 

 
 
 



 
Russia & Ukraine 
 
Every four years Novo gathers our global staff.  At the 2018 conference an “Olympics” competition 
between global ministry teams powerfully affected everyone.  Providentially the two Novo team finalists 
ended up being Team Russia and Team Ukraine.  On the evening before the final competition the two 
teams decided that for them to compete against each other would be wrong, given the ongoing conflict 
between the two countries. They told the Novo audience their decision.  One of the Ukrainians shared 
that he had kept away from the Russians all week, seething with anger before God got his attention with 
the simple question, “Why are you avoiding them?”  Thus, the teams would not compete, realizing that 
in the Kingdom we are all called to reconciliation and unity in the Body.  The Ukrainians then took off 
their team shirts and gave them to the Russians, and both teams swapped half of their team members 
before playing – together – against each other. 
 
Fast forward to the 2022 Novo conference. 
Russian and Ukrainian national staff (pictured) 
were among our Novo family gathering, minus 
the Ukrainian male staff who were not allowed 
to leave Ukraine.  Tensions were high, especially 
on the Ukrainian side.  I’ve been tracking with 
both.  Our Ukrainian staff are facing potential 
death from the destruction.  Our Russian staff 
are facing potential imprisonment for speaking 
out.  These are sobering realities that they face. 
We navigated talks and prayer together for 
harmony.  Both Melinda and I have ministry 
partners in Russia and Ukraine.  Our hearts ache 
every single day with the toll this war has taken 
on each of them.  May God bring it to an end! 

 

 

 
Funding Request 
 
Melinda and I placed $15,000 on our Visa card in airline ticket purchases for the Russian staff to attend 
the Novo conference.  I borrowed another $26,000 against my Novo account to bring cash to conference 
for the Russians since their banking transfers from Novo are cut off, due to sanctions.  I’m asking that 
you prayerfully consider donating toward these expenses.  I’m so very grateful for your generous and 
faithful ministry partnership!  May the Lord God be your strength and His blessings bestowed to you! 
 
 
For Empowering Leaders, 

 
Mark Cathey 
Executive Director, Empowering Leaders, Novo 
651-800-5667 (Mobile) 
mark.cathey@novo.org (Email) 
www.novo.org/give (Donations) 

 
Mark & Melinda with Andrei & Nadya Furmanov 

 
 

Tax-deductible Donations 
 

Checks: made out to Novo (memo line: account #4691, Cathey) and sent to: 
Novo – 1240 N Lakeview Ave. Suite 120 – Anaheim, CA  92807-1847 

 
Online Donations: www.novo.org/give 


