
 
 
Dear Friends,          December 2022 
 
 
“Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as 
Your possession.” (Psalm 2:8) 
 
 
My earthly father was groomed to become CEO 
of the world’s sixth largest oil company.  Just 
before his CEO appointment, Dad stepped 
down to pursue ministry.  I once asked about 
his business success.  Dad told me that he 
simply surrounded himself with the best 
people, encouraged and acknowledged them.  
Six months into my new role as Director of 
Empowering Leaders, I’m directing the largest 
portion of Novo US and overseas staff.  It’s a 
good fit, but a bit overwhelming for one person, 
so I’ve asked a trusted Novo colleague of 15 
years to co-direct Empowering Leaders along 
with me.  Taking a page from my dad’s playbook 
 
 

 
for success, Roger and I (photo) will serve our 
staff in developing global ministry leadership. 
 

The Middle East 
 
 2021: Novo had 28,000+ functioning Discovery Bible Study groups, comprising 450,000+ 

group members, with 150,000+ of those added just in 2021.  There are 4,213 in Novo 
leadership overseeing these groups across the Middle East. 

 2022: Novo expanded the Discovery Bible Study groups to 40,000+, with more than half 
of the participants becoming new believers in Jesus from Muslim backgrounds. 

 2023: Novo expects there to be a total of one million new believers in this coming year 
through the Discovery Bible Study groups process, given past growth projections. 

 2027: Novo anticipates an additional 10 million new believers, as we are seeing a 100% 
growth rate every year.  It’s the equivalent of one new, small church birthed every day! 

 
We’re not planting churches, rather, we are harvesting churches.  The Cross is not a metaphor.  
Every year national ministry partners are beaten, tortured, and killed.  God’s blessings are good, 
but if we don’t make space for our people to suffer and die, then we won’t see the hand of God 
move.  The head of security for one region in Egypt met with our Novo regional director and 
said, “We know what you’re doing, and we’re concerned.  The numbers of people involved 
could start a revolution.”  Yes, a spiritual revolution of God is brewing in the Middle East! 
 
Ukraine & Russia 
 
I’m in daily contact, literally, with Novo staff in Ukraine and Russia during this international 
conflict that tears at the hearts of our staff.  It’s been stressful since February.  Pray for the God 
of Heaven to bring peace by any means.  I’ll save a report from the field for my next letter. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Melinda’s ministry influence continues to 
expand in the US and abroad.  Overwhelming 
demand necessitates discernment as to which 
ministry assignments to accept and those to 
decline.  Never would I have imagined that in 
her 60’s Melinda would be accelerating the 
ministry amps.  The woman is my hero, and we 
seem to have arrived at a sweet spot in how we 
do marriage and ministry in tandem.

Danielle is the Lead Clinician, Addictions Unit at 
Denver Health Hospital, overseeing 35 clinicians 
and managing a full patient load.  She is the 
youngest clinician and voted unanimously by 
her peers to step into this role of leadership and 
supervision.  Danielle is a TBRI practitioner and 
hoping to partner with Melinda in some of 
Melinda’s TBRI ministry venues overseas. 

 
 

 

 
Micah is married to Beka, a Brazilian whose life 
story is one of following God’s leadings.  We’re 
pleased to have added Beka to our family in 
June.  Micah is partnered with a friend of mine, 
Jim, operating an established home renovation 
business in the Denver area.  It’s an ideal 
apprenticeship for Micah to learn the home 
renovation ropes from Jim.  

 
Bre is married to Ryan.  They gave us a 
grandson, Kai, in March.  Bre is working from 
home with an online wedding dress company, 
functioning in marketing and working directly 
with wedding dress designers.  Ryan wears 
multiple hats in the hospitality industry and is 
doing a great job at each.  They are wonderful 
parents.  Kai overflows our cup with joy! 
 

 
Possessing the Earth for Jesus, 

 
Mark Cathey 
Director, Empowering Leaders, Novo 
651-800-5667 (Mobile) 
mark.cathey@novo.org (Email) 
www.novo.org/give (Donations) 
 

Tax-deductible Donations 
 

Checks: made out to Novo (memo line: account #4691, Cathey) and sent to: 
Novo – 1240 N Lakeview Ave. Suite 120 – Anaheim, CA  92807-1847 

 
Online Donations: www.novo.org/give 


