
 
 
Dear Friends,                                                                            December, 2022 
 
 “You are My witnesses, declares the Lord, and My servant whom I have chosen in order that  
  you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He…” (Isaiah 43:10-11) 
 
 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own   
  possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
 darkness into His marvelous light…” (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
 
Both the Old and New Testaments make our purpose clear. The Lord wants a people who live in such 
intimate relationship with Him that they can claim they understand Him, know His character, believe all 
He says about who He is and who they are, and will individually and communally testify on His behalf to 
others about His goodness and excellencies because they have experienced them. 
 
But for far too many of us, our ability to experience the goodness of God is hindered by many things 
such as the wounds of others, our own poor choices, the world system, or the enemy of our souls.  It can 
be difficult for us to honestly give a good testimony.  
 
Intimacy and attachment to anyone (whether the Lord or a person) necessitates TRUST. It’s no surprise 
that this is the first developmental task of an infant’s first year of life. If a caretaker provides safety and 
comfort, if they meet the baby’s needs predictably, adequately, and emotionally, the baby will have a 
good foundation for developing trust and attachment. The antithesis of trust is fear. Again, it is no 
surprise that this is the enemy’s primary strategy against us to cripple us. Fear robs us of joy and peace. 
It keeps us isolated from others and causes us to try to take control of everything. 
 
Since the Pandemic, most people have experienced significantly more fear and anxiety. This increase has 
been exponential for already vulnerable children. It has been an amazing privilege to work with so many 
courageous families and trainers who are choosing to step into these lives in informed ways that are 
bringing about comfort, healing, and hope.  They are laying a new foundation of trust for these children 
with humanity while pointing them to the perfect Heavenly Father.  Here are some of their testimonies: 
 
 
“I wanted to thank you for making time for me last night. The situation was way out of my bailiwick, 
but your guidance got me through it and turned this place into a haven for the hurting.” 
  

Jess Coykendall, Director, Lake Street Works Project (South Minneapolis) 
 
 
“This training has been identified as significant and beneficial for every camp staff who has taken the 
training. TBRI resources help each camp staff to come alongside kids from broken homes and hard 
places to turn behavioral issues, which sometimes occur at camp, into inspired means to show the 
Father’s heart. This is a truly inspired and revolutionary approach to connect with kids whose lives 
often have been marked by traumatic experiences, to prepare hearts and minds to hear, receive and 
accept the Father’s love.” 
 

Bryan Johnson/Founder & CEO Psalm68five ministries 
 
 
 



 
 
 
“I had to teach a youth group of bored, rebellious 14–15-year-old boys.  I had no idea what to do and 
was panicked. As I prayed, the Lord brought to mind one of the concepts you taught us. So, I did it. 
You cannot imagine what happened! They broke down into tears. They began sharing very vulnerably 
their deep wounds and comforting one another. The youth pastor and I were both in shock! This really 
works. Thank you so much for investing in us!” 
 

Violeta Lopez, Mexican missionary and orphan care worker 
 
 

 
Lake Street Works class/ South Minneapolis                  Celene Maqueda and Violeta Lopez, 

                                                                                              orphan workers & missionaries in Mexico 
 
Work is also continuing with Russian trainers.  All are sensing great urgency with such an uncertain 
future and are ramping up the numbers of foster families, refugees, orphans, and specialists they are 
reaching. I worry about burnout for each of them but understand their intensity.  
 
Thanks for participating to resource all these leaders and so many more. “Let those who sow and those 
who reap all rejoice together” (John 4:36). May this Christmas season bring new revelations of His 
extraordinary and perfect love that will cast out our fear. May we be filled with the peace and hope He 
came to bring, and grow in our trust so that we can truly become His witnesses. 
 
Merry Christmas 

 
Melinda A. Cathey, MA 
TBRI Educator & Global Orphan Consultant, Orphanos 
Co-founder, The Harbor 
651-246-5800 (Mobile) 
melinda@orphanos.org 
www.orphanos.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

100% of tax-deductible gifts go directly to Global Orphan Care; Orphanos charges no administrative fee. 
Please, make checks out to Orphanos (enclose a note, “For Melinda Cathey”) and mail to: 

 
Orphanos 

P.O. Box 1057 
Cordova, TN  38088-1057 

 
Online Donations:  www.orphanos.org 


