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I have Yveline on my heart — she is a young woman in the 10th grade from 
Lougou. I first met her at age two. Recently, at a community meeting, she 
encouraged other community members: “We have accomplished quite a 
bit, but we haven’t arrived yet. As young women and men in the 
community, we must use our strengths to realize the change we want to 
pursue collectively so that we can see lasting results.” The community 
applauded her, and I thought: COFHED’s future executive director.

You made this possible and I look to you to build on COFHED’s successes. 
It is vital and urgent for you to make a contribution today of $500, $250, 
$100 or $50 to COFHED to fuel our momentum. Your gift makes a 
difference! We must raise $30,000 by Thanksgiving to invest in training 10 
local trainers who can carry our engagement process to other marginalized 
villages in area who are pleading for our partnership. Village community 
members are eager to experience their dignity, worth, and humanity — to 
see themselves as contributing citizens and powerful agents of change, 
just like Yveline. 

I’m so grateful to you for your support and commitment to COFHED. 
Please give generously to make hope and lasting transformation a reality 
in southern Haiti and beyond. 

A  S P E C I A L  
A P P E A L

FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MADELEINE AVIGNON



This is the slogan of Lougou youths working together to address the 
issue of violence; how it occurs, the many ways they have experienced 
it and how they engage family and community members in the 
conversation.   In their own words:

COFHED is partnering with the people of Lougou to respond 
effectively to violence, especially on women and girls.

GAME OVER!
We will stop the violence and suffer no more.

So far, I’ve learned there are four types of 

violence: physical, emotional, sexual and 

economic. When I got beaten up, I didn’t identify it 

as physical violence. Now, I’ve discovered that I 

have the power within me to say no to anything 

others want to do to me without my consent. I 

used to play with boys and they’d do things to me 

that I didn’t like and I didn’t use my power to stop 

them. I no longer do that — now, I stand my 

ground and say no. I am changing.

- O.L., A 12-year-old girl from lougou

“

”
Last May, Marseau Fleuridor, Lougou’s school principal,  and Flostie
Lafleur, a COFHED staff member, participated in the ‘SASA 
Rethinking Power’ training course, which focuses on preventing 
violence against women and girls. They are engaging Lougou’s men, 
women, boys and girls to address the social norms of violence and 
their impact on the community. We hope to have resources to 
support other communities in addressing this issue. 



In 2003, Arilya, a 92-year-old woman from Lougou proclaimed: “I 
don’t know if I’ll live to see it, but my dream is to see Lougou children 
in uniforms going to school and to see my community nurturing 
young men and women to be actors of their own destiny.”  Arilya
turned 107 this year and your generous support made her dream 
come true! In 2018, over 500 students from the villages of Lougou
and Raymond are back to school, including 43 new preschoolers! 
Thank You!

Back to school
In LOUGOU and  raymond

Welcome tammi!
Meet our new development coordinator

Tammi Thompson recently joined COFHED’s team as our 
Development Coordinator. Originally from Minnesota, Tammi first 
lived in Haiti in 1987 for 11 months — a central and defining 
experience for her. Working as a community health worker in Cité
Soleil and living in a home for boys formerly on the streets, she 
witnessed the struggle to survive and the deep desire to live in dignity 
and hope. She fell completely in love with the people of Haiti and 
their beauty, strength, and courage. Tammi later returned to Haiti to 
work as a human rights observer with the UN. She has also lived in 
Mexico as well as the New York City area working primarily with the 
Haitian community and in fundraising. Tammi feels honored and 
excited to put her 17 years of fundraising experience at the service of 
COFHED’s mission. 


