Luke 14:25-33
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and
said to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry
the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of
you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king,
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose
the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of
you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.

Mark 12:30-31
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

John 13:31-35
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and
will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so
now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

1 John 2:3-6
Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his
commandments. Whoever says, “I have come to know him,” but
does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person
the truth does not exist; but whoever obeys his word, truly in
this person the love of God has reached perfection. By this we
may be sure that we are in him: whoever says, “I abide in him,”
ought to walk just as he walked.

Mark 8:34-35
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake,
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.

Due to my involvement in the struggle for the freedom of my
people, I have known very few quiet days in the last few years.
I have been imprisoned in Alabama and Georgia jails twelve
times. My home has been bombed twice. A day seldom passes
that my family and I are not the recipients of threats of death. I
have been the victim of a near-fatal stabbing. So in a real sense
I have been battered by the storms of persecution. I must admit
that at times I have felt that I could no longer bear such a heavy
burden, and have been tempted to retreat to a more quiet and
serene life. But every time such a temptation appeared,
something came to strengthen and sustain my determination. I
have learned now that the Master’s burden is light precisely
when we take his yoke upon us.
--Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., from “Strength to Love”

2Cor. 5:16-21
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point
of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point
of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

Suffering.

To endure the cross is not a tragedy; it is the suffering which is the
fruit of an exclusive allegiance to Jesus Christ. When it comes, it
is not an accident, but a necessity. It is not the sort of suffering
which is inseparable from this mortal life, but the suffering which
is an essential part of the specifically Christian life. It is not
suffering per se but suffering-and-rejection, and not rejection for
any cause or conviction of our own, but rejection for the sake of
Christ. If our Christianity has ceased to be serious about
discipleship, if we have watered down the gospel into emotional
uplift which makes no costly demands and which fails to
distinguish between natural and Christian existence, then we
cannot help regarding the cross as an ordinary everyday calamity,
as one of the trials and tribulations of life. We have then forgotten
that the cross means rejection and shame as well as suffering. The
psalmist was lamenting that he was despised and rejected…and
that is an essential quality of the suffering of the cross. But this
notion has ceased to be

intelligible to a Christianity which can no longer see any
difference between an ordinary human life and a life committed
to Christ. The cross means sharing the suffering of Christ to the
last and to the fullest. Only those thus totally committed in
discipleship can experience the meaning of the Cross. The cross
is there, right from the beginning, they have only got to pick it
up; there is no need for them to go out and look for a cross for
themselves, no need for them to deliberately to run after
suffering. Jesus says that all Christians have their own crosses
waiting for them, as cross of suffering and rejection. But each
of us has a different share: some God deems worthy of the
highest form of suffering, and gives them the graces of
martyrdom, while others God does not allow to be tempted
above what they are able to bear. But is it the one and same
cross in every case.
--Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from “The Cost of Discipleship”

John 15:18-21
“If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated
you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as
its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you.
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater
than their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute
you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they
will do all these things to you on account of my name, because
they do not know him who sent me.
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