
Matt. 2:1-11. After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
(magos) from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 
and have come to worship him.”

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and 
all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 
together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the 
Christ was to be born.

• “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this 
is what the prophet has written:  



“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
out of you will come a ruler who will be the 
shepherd of my people Israel.’”

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time the star had appeared.  
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
make a careful search for the child. As soon as 
you find him, report to me, so that I too may go 
and worship him.” After they had heard the 
king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen in the east went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 



On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold 
and of incense and of myrrh.



Four Facts About “The Star of Bethlehem”
1. In 7 BC Jupiter and Saturn converged under the 

sign of Pisces 3 times (May 27, Oct 5, Dec 1). 
Happens every 853 years.  The last of the three 
convergences included Mars.

2. In ancient astrology, 
Jupiter = “the King’s star”
Saturn = “Israel’s star”/ “the messiah’s star”
Mars = war star
Pisces = “House of Hebrews”

3. From Babylon, the convergencies were seen 
directly over Palestine.



4. Walking from Jerusalem, the last convergence 
on the evening of Dec. 1 would have led them 
directly to Bethlehem (the star moved west; the 
road curved southwest).  
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What Does the Star Mean To Us?
1. To Herod: A Threat

2. To Religious Leaders: Nothing

3. The Magi: Hope


