


Daniel 4:10-15
While I was lying in my bed, this is what 
I dreamed. I saw a large tree in the 
middle of the earth. The tree grew very 
tall and strong, reaching high into the 
heavens for all the world to see. It had 
fresh green leaves, and it was loaded 
with fruit for all to eat.



Wild animals lived in its shade, and 
birds nested in its branches. All the 
world was fed from this tree.
Then as I lay there dreaming, I saw a 
messenger, a holy one, coming down 
from heaven. The messenger shouted,



Cut down the tree and lop off its 
branches!
Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit.
Chase the wild animals from its shade 
and the birds from its branches.



But leave the stump and the roots in the 
ground, bound with a band of iron and 
bronze and surrounded by tender grass.
Now let him be drenched with the dew of 
heaven, and let him live with the wild 
animals among the plants of the field.



Ezekiel 17:22-24
This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I 
will take a branch from the top of a tall 
cedar, and I will plant it on the top of 
Israel’s highest mountain. It will become 
a majestic cedar, sending forth its 
branches and producing seed.



Birds of every sort will nest in it, finding 
shelter in the shade of its branches. And 
all the trees will know that it is I, the 
Lord, who cuts the tall tree down and 
makes the short tree grow tall.



It is I who makes the green tree wither 
and gives the dead tree new life. I, the 
Lord, have spoken, and I will do what I 
said!



Luke 13:18-21
Then Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom 
of God like? How can I illustrate it? It is 
like a tiny mustard seed that a man 
planted in a garden; it grows and 
becomes a tree, and the birds make 
nests in its branches.”



He also asked, “What else is the 
Kingdom of God like? It is like the yeast 
a woman used in making bread. Even 
though she put only a little yeast in three 
measures of flour, it permeated every 
part of the dough. 



Matt 13:31-35
Here is another illustration Jesus used: 
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
mustard seed planted in a field. It is the 
smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the 
largest of garden plants; it grows into a 
tree, and birds come and make nests in 
its branches.”



Jesus also used this illustration: “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a 
woman used in making bread. Even 
though she put only a little yeast in three 
measures of flour, it permeated every 
part of the dough.”



Jesus always used stories and 
illustrations like these when speaking to 
the crowds. In fact, he never spoke to 
them without using such parables.
This fulfilled what God had spoken 
through the prophet:



“I will speak to you in parables.
I will explain things hidden since the 
creation of the world.”



John 12:24
I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of 
wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it 
remains alone. But its death will 
produce many new kernels—a plentiful 
harvest of new lives.



Luke 13:18-19
Then Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom 
of God like? How can I illustrate it? It is 
like a tiny mustard seed that a man 
planted in a garden; it grows and 
becomes a tree, and the birds make 
nests in its branches.
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