


Luke 16:16-17
The Law and the Prophets were 
proclaimed until John. Since that time, 
the good news of the kingdom of God 
is being preached, and people are 
forcing their way into it [or being 
urged to enter it].  



It is easier for heaven and earth to 
disappear than for the least stroke 
of a pen to drop out of the Law. 



Romans 13:10
… love is the fulfillment of the law.



Luke 16:18 
Anyone who divorces his wife and 
marries another woman commits 
adultery, and the man who marries 
a divorced woman commits adultery. 



1. God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) 



1. God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) 

2. Sex creates a “one flesh” reality that 
is never supposed to be broken. 



Matthew 19:5-6
“… the two will become one flesh….”
So they are no longer two, but one. 
Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate. 



1 Corinthians 6:16 
Do you not know that he who unites 
himself with a prostitute is one with her 
in body? For it is said, “The two will 
become one flesh.”



1. God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) 
2. Sex creates a “one flesh” reality that is never 

supposed to be broken. 

3. God has always been willing to 
accommodate his ideals to our 
fallen state. 



Matthew 19:8 
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives because your hearts 
were hard. But it was not this way from 
the beginning.”



1. God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) 
2. Sex creates a “one flesh” reality that is never 

supposed to be broken. 
3. God has always been willing to accommodate his 

ideals to our fallen state. 

4. God “honors” the dissolution 
of covenants (divorce) 



Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
A man is not allowed to remarry his 
former spouse, even if she has become 
a widower (cf. Jer. 3:1). 



1. God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) 
2. Sex creates a “one flesh” reality that is never 

supposed to be broken. 
3. God has always been willing to accommodate his 

ideals to our fallen state. 
4. God “honors” the dissolution of covenants (divorce) 

5. God hates divorce, but he hates certain 
marriages more 



Ezra 10:11 
Now honor the LORD… and do his will. 
Separate yourselves from the peoples 
around you and from your foreign wives. 



Jeremiah 3:8 
I gave faithless Israel her certificate of 
divorce and sent her away because of 
all her adulteries. 



1. God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) 
2. Sex creates a “one flesh” reality that is never 

supposed to be broken. 
3. God has always been willing to accommodate his 

ideals to our fallen state. 
4. God “honors” the dissolution of covenants (divorce) 
5. God hates divorce, but he hates certain 

marriages more 

6. Jesus holds up God’s ideal to 
undermine self-righteousness 



Matthew 5:21-22 
You have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, “You shall not murder, 
and anyone who murders will be subject 
to judgment.” But I tell you that anyone 
who is angry with a brother or sister will 
be subject to judgment. 



Again, anyone who says to a brother or 
sister, “Raca,” is answerable to the 
Sanhedrin. And anyone who says, “You 
fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell. 



Matthew 5:27-28
You have heard that it was said, “You 
shall not commit adultery.” But I tell 
you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. 



Matthew 5:31-32 
It has been said, “Anyone who divorces 
his wife must give her a certificate of 
divorce.” But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, causes her to become an 
adulteress, and anyone who marries the 
divorced woman commits adultery. 



“except for sexual immorality” (porneia) 
sex outside of wedlock 

NOT 
“except for adultery” (micheuō) 
sex outside of a consummated marriage 



Matthew 5:32 
… anyone who divorces his 
wife…causes her (poieō) to become an 
adulteress.



1. Married couples should “fight like 
heaven” for their marriages 



1. Married couples should “fight like heaven”
for their marriages 

2. Because God is a loving and gracious 
God who accommodates his ideals to 
our fallen situation, God truly honors 
and blesses remarriages. 



1. Married couples should “fight like heaven”
for their marriages 

2. Because God is a loving and gracious God 
who accommodates his ideals to our fallen 
situation, God truly honors and blesses 
remarriages. 

3. People who are now single because 
of divorce are not shut out from the 
possibility of remarriage. 
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