


John 1: 14 
The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory…



“To believe that God can sanctify and 
utilize the imagination is simply to take 
seriously the Christian idea of 
incarnation.”
 Richard Foster
 Prayer: Finding the Hearts True Home



Words 
Terri Churchill

Iʼve been trying to reach you
climbing a tower of words
babbling words –
dead ink – 
my heart 
cannot speak this language, 
so it smiles politely and nods its head, 
and pretends to understand.



but your words are not like this.
you opened your mouth
and creation said “yes”
and appeared from nothing – 
day and night
oceans and land
and me – 
all this with a few words. 
I want to hear you this way.



I want to hear you in 
flesh and blood
and blinding colors
and music that carries me to you.
can you carve your meaning 
into my heart?
will you say to the motionless ink
“rise and walk”?



God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son…





You are Forgiven





you opened your mouth
and creation said “yes”
and appeared from nothing – 
day and night
oceans and land
and me – 
all this with a few words.



Hebrews 1: 3  
The Son is the radiance of Godʼs glory 
and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word.



John 1: 14 
The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory…



I John 1: 1-3 
That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life. The life appeared; we have seen it 
and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 
the eternal life… has appeared to us. We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have 
fellowship with us…. 



Luke 24: 39  
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones, as you see I 
have.





II Corinthians 3: 14-15; 4: 3-4 
…their minds were made dull….a veil 
covers their hearts…if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. 
The god of this age has blinded the 
minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see [in their minds] the light of 
the gospel that displays the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.



II Corinthians 3: 16, 18; 4: 6 
…whenever anyone turns to the Lord, 
the veil (over the mind) is taken away… 
And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate (behold in the mind) the 
Lordʼs glory, are being transformed into 
his image with ever–increasing glory… 
For God…made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of Godʼs glory displayed in 
the face of Christ.



Hebrews 12: 2  
…let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith…



Colossians 3: 1-2  
Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. Set your minds (phroneō) on 
things above… For you died, and your 
life is now hidden with Christ in God. 



Let us therefore always fix our gaze on 
this image of God so that we might be 
able to be reformed in its likeness... by 
contemplating (beholding in the mind) 
the divine image in whose likeness God 
has made… [us, we will] receive through 
the WORD and his power that form 
which had been given him by nature.
   Origen (early 3rd century)
   Homily on Genesis



By means of the imagination we confine 
our mind within the mystery on which 
we meditate, that it may not ramble to 
and fro, just as we shut up a bird in a 
cage or tie a hawk by his leash so that 
he may rest on the hand. 
 St. Francis de Sales (16th century)
 Introduction to the Devout Life



It is not knowing a lot, but grasping 
things intimately and savoring them that 
fills and satisfies the soul
 St. Ignatius of Loyola (16th century)



Pray “with all five senses.” “...see the 
persons with the eye of the 
imagination...imagine hearing what they 
say...imagine I smell and taste the 
infinite savor and sweetness of the 
Divinity...imagine touching...by 
embracing and kissing the place where 
the persons step or sit
 St. Ignatius of Loyola (16th century)
 Spiritual Exercises
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