


I COLOSSIANS 2:13-15

When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 

made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins, having canceled the charge of our 

legal indebtedness, which stood against us 

and condemned us; he has taken it away, 

nailing it to the cross.  And having disarmed 

the powers and authorities, he made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them by the cross.



1. Canceled the charge of legal indebtedness 

that Satan and cosmic authorities held 

against us

2. Triumphed over these demonic 

authorities

3. Made a public spectacle of these demonic 

authorities 



If A ≠≠≠≠ B, then  B ≠≠≠≠ A
If I am not you, then you are not me



If the Accuser is “the Adversary”

(Satan) who opposes God, then God is an

adversary who opposes the Accuser.

= God is the anti-Accuser



1. God kept his plan secret



I COLOSSIANS 1:26

…the mystery that has been kept hidden for 

ages and generations, but is now disclosed 

to the Lord’s people.



I CORINTHIANS 2:6-8

We …speak a message of wisdom among the 

mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of 

the rulers of this age, who are coming to 

nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a 

mystery that has been hidden and that God 

destined for our glory before time began. 

None of the rulers (archonton) of this age 

understood it, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory.



1. God kept his plan secret

2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.



MATTHEW 8:29

“What do you want with us, Son of God?”

they shouted. “Have you come here to 

torture us before the appointed time?” > 

why have you come?



1. God kept his plan secret

2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.

3. Satan and other fallen powers help 

orchestrate the crucifixion, but they 

wouldn’t have if they had understood the 

wisdom of God. 



JOHN 13:27

As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan 

entered into him. So Jesus told him, “What 

you are about to do, do quickly.”



1. God kept his plan secret

2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.

3. Satan and other fallen powers help 

orchestrate the crucifixion, but they 

wouldn’t have if they had understood the 

wisdom of God.

4. Jesus was sinless and thus not under 

Satan’s authority  



JOHN 14:30-31

I will not say much more to you, for the 

prince (archon) of this world is coming. He 

has no hold over me, but he comes so that 

the world may learn that I love the Father 

and do exactly what my Father has 

commanded me.



2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.

3. Satan and other fallen powers help 

orchestrate the crucifixion, but they 

wouldn’t have if they had understood the 

wisdom of God.

4. Jesus was sinless and thus not under 

Satan’s authority 

5. The Crucifixion cancelled our legal 

indebtedness, defeated Satan and the 

authorities and made them into a “public 

spectacle.”



EPHESIANS 3:9-12

[Paul was called to] make plain to everyone 

the administration of this mystery, which for 

ages past was kept hidden in God, who 

created all things. His intent was that now, 

through the church, the manifold wisdom of 

God should be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

according to his eternal purpose that he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In 

him and through faith in him we may 

approach God with freedom and confidence.



The following slides are formatted 

without backgrounds for printing



I COLOSSIANS 2:13-15

When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 

made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins, having canceled the charge of our 

legal indebtedness, which stood against us 

and condemned us; he has taken it away, 

nailing it to the cross.  And having disarmed 

the powers and authorities, he made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them by the cross.



1. Canceled the charge of legal indebtedness 

that Satan and cosmic authorities held 

against us

2. Triumphed over these demonic 

authorities

3. Made a public spectacle of these demonic 

authorities 



If A ≠≠≠≠ B, then  B ≠≠≠≠ A
If I am not you, then you are not me



If the Accuser is “the Adversary”

(Satan) who opposes God, then God is an

adversary who opposes the Accuser.

= God is the anti-Accuser



1. God kept his plan secret



I COLOSSIANS 1:26

…the mystery that has been kept hidden for 

ages and generations, but is now disclosed 

to the Lord’s people.



I CORINTHIANS 2:6-8

We …speak a message of wisdom among the 

mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of 

the rulers of this age, who are coming to 

nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a 

mystery that has been hidden and that God 

destined for our glory before time began. 

None of the rulers (archonton) of this age 

understood it, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory.



1. God kept his plan secret

2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.



MATTHEW 8:29

“What do you want with us, Son of God?”

they shouted. “Have you come here to 

torture us before the appointed time?” > 

why have you come?



1. God kept his plan secret

2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.

3. Satan and other fallen powers help 

orchestrate the crucifixion, but they 

wouldn’t have if they had understood the 

wisdom of God. 



JOHN 13:27

As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan 

entered into him. So Jesus told him, “What 

you are about to do, do quickly.”



1. God kept his plan secret

2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.

3. Satan and other fallen powers help 

orchestrate the crucifixion, but they 

wouldn’t have if they had understood the 

wisdom of God.

4. Jesus was sinless and thus not under 

Satan’s authority  



JOHN 14:30-31

I will not say much more to you, for the 

prince (archon) of this world is coming. He 

has no hold over me, but he comes so that 

the world may learn that I love the Father 

and do exactly what my Father has 

commanded me.



2. Demons recognize Jesus but don’t 

understand why he’s come.

3. Satan and other fallen powers help 

orchestrate the crucifixion, but they 

wouldn’t have if they had understood the 

wisdom of God.

4. Jesus was sinless and thus not under 

Satan’s authority 

5. The Crucifixion cancelled our legal 

indebtedness, defeated Satan and the 

authorities and made them into a “public 

spectacle.”



EPHESIANS 3:9-12

[Paul was called to] make plain to everyone 

the administration of this mystery, which for 

ages past was kept hidden in God, who 

created all things. His intent was that now, 

through the church, the manifold wisdom of 

God should be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

according to his eternal purpose that he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In 

him and through faith in him we may 

approach God with freedom and confidence.


