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2. 2. 

Romans 9:18-24 
So then he has mercy upon whomever he wills, and 
he hardens the heart of whomever he wills. You will 
say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who 
can resist his will?” But who are you, a man, to 
answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me thus?” 
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say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who 
can resist his will?” But who are you, a man, to 
answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me thus?” 

3. 3. 

Romans 9:18-24 continued
Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of 
the same lump one vessel for beauty and another for 
menial use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath 
and to make known his power, has endured with 
much patience the vessels of wrath made for 
destruction, in order to make known the riches of his 
glory for the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory, even us whom he has called, 
not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?
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Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of 
the same lump one vessel for beauty and another for 
menial use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath 
and to make known his power, has endured with 
much patience the vessels of wrath made for 
destruction, in order to make known the riches of his 
glory for the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory, even us whom he has called, 
not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?
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1.  Start and finish with "Christ crucified"

2.  Pay attention to context

3.  Notice the summary

4.  Look at the context of Old Testament analogies
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Romans 9:6
But it is not as though the word of God had failed. For 
not all who are descended from Israel belong to 
Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because 
they are his descendants . . . 
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Romans 9:30-32
What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not 
pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, 
righteousness through faith; but that Israel who 
pursued the righteousness which is based on law did 
not succeed in fulfilling that law. Why? Because they 
did not pursue it through faith, but as if it were based 
on works.
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pursued the righteousness which is based on law did 
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did not pursue it through faith, but as if it were based 
on works.
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Romans 10:21
But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my 
hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”
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Romans 11:20
RThey [Jews] were broken off because of their 
unbelief…
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Jeremiah 18:1-5
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 
“Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there 
I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 
potter’s house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. And the vessel he was making of clay was 
spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.
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I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 
potter’s house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. And the vessel he was making of clay was 
spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.
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Jeremiah 18:6-8
“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter 
has done? says the Lord. Behold, like the clay in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. If at any time I declare concerning a nation or 
a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and 
destroy it, and if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will repent of the evil that 
I intended to do to it.
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potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. If at any time I declare concerning a nation or 
a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and 
destroy it, and if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will repent of the evil that 
I intended to do to it.
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Jeremiah 18:11
Behold, I am shaping evil against you and devising a 
plan against you. Return, every one from his evil way, 
and amend your ways and your doings.

Jeremiah 18:11
Behold, I am shaping evil against you and devising a 
plan against you. Return, every one from his evil way, 
and amend your ways and your doings.


