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MATTHEW 23 (NRSV)
The scribes and Pharisees tie up heavy burdens, 
hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; 
but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to 
move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by 
others...
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3.3.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the outside 
look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of 
the dead and of all kinds of filth. So you also on the 
outside look righteous to others, but inside you are 
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
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4.4.

LUKE 4:18-19 (NRSV)
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
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ROMANS 3:23-24 (The Message)
Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as 
sinners (both us and them) and proved that we are 
utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills 
for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he 
put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. He 
got us out of the mess we’re in and restored us to 
where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by 
means of Jesus Christ.

ROMANS 3:23-24 (The Message)
Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as 
sinners (both us and them) and proved that we are 
utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills 
for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he 
put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. He 
got us out of the mess we’re in and restored us to 
where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by 
means of Jesus Christ.

6.6.

JAMES 1:27 (NRSV)
Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the 
Father means caring for orphans and widows in their 
distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.
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I CORINTHIANS 1:26-31 (NIRV)
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when 
God chose you. Not many of you were considered 
wise by human standards. Not many of you were 
powerful. Not many of you belonged to important 
families. But God chose the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise. God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.

I CORINTHIANS 1:26-31 (NIRV)
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when 
God chose you. Not many of you were considered 
wise by human standards. Not many of you were 
powerful. Not many of you belonged to important 
families. But God chose the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise. God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.

8.8.

God chose the things of this world that are common 
and looked down on. God chose things considered 
unimportant to do away with things considered 
important. So no one can boast to God. Because of 
what God has done, you belong to Christ Jesus. He 
has become God’s wisdom for us. He makes us right 
with God. He makes us holy and sets us free. It is 
written, “The one who boasts should boast about 
what the Lord has done.”
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