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Over the past year I have come to know the Jesus-looking
God preached at Woodland Hills. In fact, I recently
rededicated myself to God and for the first time in my life, was
able to say, "I love you, Jesus." I am experiencing my faith
beyond rituals/religion in a way I never even knew was
possible.
—Doug
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The Spirit who inhabits us is not mute, restricting himself to an
occasional nudge, a hot flash, a brilliant image or a case of
goosebumps.
—Dallas Willard
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1 SAMUEL 3:1
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In
those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not
many visions.

8. LU-background

Lord, my God, who am I that You should forsake me? The child
of your love – and now become as the most hated one – the
one You have thrown away as unwanted – unloved. I call, I
cling, I want – and there is no One to answer – no One on
Whom I can cling – no, No One. – Alone. The darkness is so
dark – and I am alone. – Unwanted, forsaken. – The loneliness
of the heart that wants love is unbearable. – Where is my
faith? – Even deep down, right in, there is nothing but
emptiness & darkness. – My God – how painful is this unknown
pain. It pains without ceasing. – I have no faith. – I dare not
utter the words & thoughts that crowd in my heart - & make me
suffer untold agony.
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When I try to raise my thoughts to Heaven – there is such
convicting emptiness that those very thoughts return like sharp
knives & hurt my very soul. Love – the word – it brings nothing.
– I am told God loves me – and yet the reality of darkness &
coldness & emptiness is so great that nothing touches my soul.
If this brings You glory, if You get a drop of joy from this – if
souls are brought to you – if my suffering satiates Your Thirst –
here I am Lord, with joy I accept all to the end of life - & I will
smile at Your Hidden Face – always.
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1 SAMUEL 3:2-4
One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he
could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. The lamp
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD
called Samuel.
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1 SAMUEL 3:7
Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the
LORD had not yet been revealed to him.
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1 SAMUEL 3:10-11
The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times,
“Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant
is listening.” And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to
do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who
hears about it tingle.

13. LU-background

In the darkest hour, when I cannot breathe
Fear is on my chest, the weight of the world on me
Everything is crashing down, everything I had known
When I wonder if I’m all alone
I remember, I remember
You have always been faithful to me
I remember, I remember
Even when my own eyes could not see
You were there, always there
—Lauren Daigle
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