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Last week I, David, 
received a Facebook 
message from a 
student I used to 
disciple in France 
named Youness. He 
was part of a group of 
three students we 
challenged to start an 
Agapé/Cru group at 
his campus in Paris. 
(You may remember 
us writing about them 
four years ago.) Now 
he’s working for 
YWAM in Sweden as 
a missionary!

In the message he wrote to me he said, 

“I made a short devotional for YWAM Sweden and it really made me 
think of you”. 

His devotional was on David and Goliath, the exact passage that he 
and I had studied together four years ago. I was challenging him to 
be a pioneer and start a movement for Christ on his campus. His 
video gave me a glimpse of how much he has grown and how he’s 
multiplying his life for Christ. I was so proud.

It’s amazing thinking about the things the Lord put into place so 
that Swedes can hear the gospel today. My grandpa was 100% 
Swedish and a few generations back, they left Sweden for America 
because of religious persecution. In 2000 I became a follower of 
Christ and went to Paris in 2010 to share the gospel with college 
students. In 2016 I met Youness who is Algerian and was studying in 
Paris. Now Youness is finishing up his first year as missionary in 
Sweden sharing the gospel. What would my great-grandparents 
think?! Thank you for helping us invest in Youness, an Algerian 
student in Paris, who has become a missionary to Swedes! 

THE ONKENS 

Youness is a former Algerian disciple of mine 
from our years in Paris. Now he is a missionary 
in Sweden. Here’s a devotional video that he did.Closing on our house went 

off without a hitch except for 
the strange implications of 
Covid. We actually signed in 
our front yard wearing 
masks! 

We’ve been putting a ton of 
sweat equity into the home. 
We’ve tackled scraping 
popcorn ceilings to installing 
bathroom exhaust fans and 
done lots of painting. 

We’d love some more prayer 
for the house. We found 
mold in the AC ducts and it’s 
looking like it could be a 
pretty major fix. Pray that it 
wouldn’t be as bad as it 
sounds right now and for our 
hearts to not be bitter. Praise 
God that our health has been 
good.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Pray for the 
mold in the AC 
ducts to be fixed 
quickly. Summer 
AC work in FL …

… is really busy 
and it can take 
awhile. Plus we 
need to 
coordinate 3…

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

…companies 
to do the 
cleaning, 
replacement 
and repair 
work.

The last 2 weeks 
47 new cru 
missionaries 
moving to 
Florida to start 
the 10 month…

…training we 
help lead. They 
are coming 
from all over 
the globe

Heidi’s 40th 
Birthday! She’d 
loved to hear 
from you

Pray we are 
able to adapt 
our content 
for the 
program to a 
virtual format

Pray this group 
would still form a 
tight community 
even though 
they won’t get 
as much…

…time 
together face 
to face. 
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Chloe’s 
speech would 
continue to 
improve and 
we could stop 
speech 
therapy this Fall

Pray for the 
families that are 
coming from 
overseas to 
adapt well to 
America. It can 
be a shift 
especially for…

…families who 
have been 
serving 
upwards of 40 
years 
internationally. 

Our first weekly 
virtual meeting 
that Dave is in 
charge of 
called 
Connection. 
Pray people 
feel cared for. 

Pray the 4 
men that 
Dave disciples 
will be 
humble 
before the 
Lord and 
open to all…

…that he has for 
them this year. 
Pray they are 
vulnerable and 
share deeply 
from the heart. 

Pray for our 
neighbors. 
We’ve met so 
many more 
neighbors the 
last 3 months. 
Our daily walks 
include lots of 
“hellos”
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We would laugh 
much & our kids 
would be 
content. Thank 
God for our 
family

Pray for wisdom 
as we slowly 
kick off another 
year of 
homeschooling 
and Lexie…

…would really 
thrive in 
reading this 
year and make 
some amazing 
progress. 

2nd large group 
meeting. Pray 
people are 
challenged, 
have a desire 
to invest in…

…Christian 
community 
and be 
gentle with 
themselves as 
they transition 

Our district starts 
face-to-face 
classroom time. 
Pray for peace 
for families & kids

We’d be able 
to have 
spiritual 
conversations 
with our 
neighbors 

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

Lexie’s eyes 
would 
strengthen and 
reading would 
be a pleasure

David starts 
discipling his 4 
guys this week. 
Pray they would 
each….

…identify areas 
where they are 
not believing 
truth about the 
Lord and/or 
themselves. 

Team meeting. 
We would 
identify quickly 
changes we 
need to make

We hope to 
raise some 
new financial 
support in the 
Orlando area 
this fall…

…pray we are 
able to cast 
vision to new 
friends down 
here

Pray David’s 
able to 
organize the 
fall speaker 
schedule for 
the for our 
meetings

Left: Signing on our house Covid-
style.  

Right: Legos are a really big deal 
in our house right now and even 
Ben is getting in on it. Jack just 
turned 7 years old a few days 
ago and a Lego police set was 
on the top of his list.  


