
 
 

July 2020 
Dear friends 

 

I would have to say this is a difficult letter to write. 

 

At no time in my life have we faced the stress, anger, fear, depression, and an unknown of the future than we have seen 

these last couple of months leading into the beginning of June.  

As we deal with those who are unsheltered living within encampments unable to find jobs due to a global pandemic, bring 

meals to and pray for those who are struggling with finances, our mission has been to diligently help those in physical need 

while showing the saving love, grace, and forgiveness of Jesus Christ. 

 

Isaiah 58 is a verse that the Jesus Kitchen looks to often and that we hold close to our hearts as we seek to serve people. 

Not until now has it become even more important to revisit Isaiah. 

 

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 

oppressed free and break every yoke? 

7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to 

clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 

8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before 

you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 

9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. “If you do away with the yoke 

of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 

10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the 

darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 

11 The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will 

be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 

12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken 

Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

 

 

The death of George Floyd has impacted us tremendously. We have seen the death of numerous people of color over the 

years, and as much as every life matters, unfortunately, those of black and brown people have not mattered as much within 

our society. We are committed to learning, listening, and seeking the Lord during this time, and I urge you, if you are not 

already, to do the same. As Jesus had to remove scales from a man's eyes so he could see, I pray that God removes the 

scales from our eyes to see the truth of systemic racism in our lives. 

Since the rise of Covid in our country a couple of things have happened. Teresa and I have decided to take a much-needed 

sabbatical (thanks to Covid) from the Rainbow Gatherings for the rest of the year to pray for our next step in developing the 

ministry God has given us.  

While we are working with Source MN, at first we came on to help design a drop-in center for youths experiencing 

homelessness but have since switched to making meals and bringing food and the love of Jesus to the numerous 

unsheltered communities and encampments throughout the Twin Cities.  
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As we look forward to the rest of the year we are focusing on our continued efforts to bring the love and forgiveness of 

Jesus to those who are experiencing homelessness. What has surprised me over the last 4 months of going out to the 

encampments has been the number of families and youth who make up the population. Please pray that as God's love 

embraces people where they are, that they will know and understand the depths of that love. 

 

Teresa is holding in there as she homeschools and takes care of the kids through stay-at-home and closures of outside 

activities.  

Ben is very busy (but not as busy as Teresa) working and developing outreach plans. 

 

These are some of the things Teresa and I are praying about and ask you to join with us in prayer: 

1) Discernment and wisdom as we pray for the growth of The Jesus Kitchen. 

2) Encouragement and help with logistics. 

3) Exploring the idea of creating the Jesus Kitchen into its own non-profit. 

4) For our support and partnerships to grow. 

5) As we continue to bring Jesus to those who are living at the pop-up tent city encampments throughout the Twin Cities. 

6) For our family as we live life and deal with stress, frustrations, and the unknown. 

 

Thank you all so much, we value your friendship and partnership as we live out our lives and pursue bringing Jesus to those 

who live in the margins. 

 

In Christ- Ben, Teresa, Oliver, and Eva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


