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Hello friends 
 
We want to start by thanking every one of you. This has been an extremely difficult year so far 
for many people within the United States and the world. Dealing with a global pandemic, 
political, and racial unrest, our country has been increasingly divided. As followers of Christ, we 
look to Jesus to show us how to love our neighbor, co-workers, family, enemies...friends. The 
act of loving, “regardless” has become difficult for some this year. Social media has made it 
increasingly difficult to show love when nobody is standing in front of you. For me (Ben), I find 
that I need to thank God for my neighbor, co-worker, family, friends, and those who might be 
defined as enemies. Sometimes it is difficult for me to love and I can judge those who disagree 
with me or have a different view on how things should be. 
For Teresa, she is actively pursuing what it means to be a peacemaker. And collectively, we 
have been doing a lot of reading, listening and learning throughout this season. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 Living Bible translation 
12 For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons 
without bodies—the evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and 
great evil princes of darkness who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked 
spirits in the spirit world. 
 
 I have spent this past spring and summer bringing Jesus to homeless encampments 
throughout Minneapolis. Through that time I saw firsthand the different struggles that inner-city 
unsheltered have compared to the traveling homeless that I have spent the last 20 years 
working with. In many ways, it was a sharp contrast between those who are running from 
something, searching for something, or stuck in something.  
 The traveling culture is usually running from or searching for something. In some regards their 
brokenness is evident and they are open to experiencing the love of God. I call it a traveling 
culture because that is what it is. It’s a way of life, not all of them are homeless, some choose 
this as a lifestyle. My wife and I have been living that way for the past 10 years. Unfortunately, 
there are very few ministries tailored to bringing Jesus to this culture.  
 Those experiencing homelessness within the city tend to be running from something that 
eventually gets them stuck in something and the longer they are out on the streets the deeper 
they get. Aging out of foster care, abuse, being kicked out at home, addiction or just a bad home 
life leads them to run from a sheltered place. People don’t usually choose to be unsheltered 
living in a city. Unfortunately though, some just don’t have a choice. Drugs, alcohol, prostitution, 
and mental illness all play their part in being stuck and staying unsheltered. The only proven 
way to end homelessness is to find housing and to allow individuals to find the healing they 
need while in a safe sheltered form of housing. 
 
 Ultimately, Christ calls us all to love our neighbor, co-workers, family, enemies...friends, and 
what is even more amazing is that God has gifted us all differently to complete this task. 
 



Romans 12: 5 
…4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and not all members have the 
same function, so in Christ, we who are many are one body, and each member belongs to 
one another. 
 
So again, I want to thank all of you for sticking this year out with us through all of the hardships 
of Covid, civil unrest, and job insecurity. We are looking forward, as I'm sure you are too, to the 
end of the pandemic and for things to open back up. We are hoping that by February we will be 
able to continue bringing the Jesus Kitchen to the Rainbow Gatherings. But if that doesn’t pan 
out we will still be working diligently bringing Jesus to those who need to know that they have 
worth here in Minnesota. 
 
 

Family update: 
 Teresa is working hard homeschooling while waiting for things 
to get back to "normal", as well as managing the day to day for 
our family. 
 Oliver is 6yrs old now, and turning 7 in February, and is doing 
amazing in school, he is at the top in his class in every subject, 
although Eva is trying to compete for that. 
 Eva just turned 3yrs old on October 15th and copies her big 
brother in the good and the bad, she is picking up on school and 
loves to draw. 
 Ben is continuing to work to develop the Jesus Kitchen and 
pursue new ideas and visions we are hoping to bring to light in 
the near future. More about this to come in future newsletters!  
 God has been good to us this year and showing us who we are 
and helping us grow even further into who he has created us to 
be. Although it has been a challenging year it has also been a 
great year of serving those around us. 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers and partnership. I am 
excited for the future and what God has in store. 
 
Please pray that we will have wisdom and direction as we 
continue to lean into the Lord and follow where he directs us.  
  
  In Christ - Ben, Teresa, Oliver, and Eva 
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