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Praises and Prayer Requests:

•  Pray that Mary would experience 
a healing in her relationship with her 
ex-husband.  Pray that Brigham would 
come to know who Jesus truly is.

•  Pray that God’s people would be bold 
in these days, making the most of  every 
opportunity in season and out of  season, 
to make Jesus and His Kingdom known 
and manifest on the earth as it is in 
heaven.

“Spurring businesses to fulfill the Great Commission”
9027 Oak Commons Way | Orlando, FL 32832 | 407.496.8053 D’s cell, 407.496.8054 B’s cell | Demarick.Patton@cru.org, Beth.Patton@cru.org

July 2021Dear friends and family,
 We met Mary at the pool one evening this summer.  I was there with 
Beth and my girls.  We were enjoying an evening swim when Mary introduced herself.   
 Mary is a newly retired teacher.  She taught for over three decades, most recently in a low-income 
school near Tampa.  She said she retired because she wasn’t allowed to discipline the students any longer 
when they misbehaved.  Her words were, “We have to ask questions to the students like, ‘What was going 
on in your heart when you kicked your friend in the face as hard as you could?’”  She said it was incredibly 
taxing, to the point where she retired early. It was easy to see she was still grieving over the situation.
 More came up. After asking further questions about her life, Mary said she had divorced her 
husband two years previously because he never treated her well.  She told us how she had prayed fervently 
for him and for their relationship for years.  She had a dear friend with whom she prayed every day for her 
marriage and for her husband, yet nothing changed.  She became heartbroken and gave up. 
 As we spoke with her that evening, she admitted she had started drinking - and for her it was quite 
a bit - to cope with the pain and the trauma she experienced.  We asked her if we could pray for her, which 
she was very open to receiving.  
 Even though her ex-husband had remarried, we prayed that he would call her and admit where he 
was wrong, ask for forgiveness, and that she would be able to do the same by owning what she could and to 
ask forgiveness for her role.
 We prayed for her three children, who are all far from Jesus, that they would come to know Him.
 Mary cried as she was very encouraged that God had allowed us to intersect on our journeys, even 
at a pool. 
 
 Last week, Brigham came to our door selling bug control service for our yard.  He is 22 years old 
and great sales person.  I asked him how he learned to become so good at sales at only 22.  He shared that 
he served a two year missionary trip with his church, the Latter Day Saints, which gave him sales practice.  
 God led me to ask him some questions just to get him thinking.  I have studied what Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe, as well as Mormons, Moonies, and other common “door knockers.”  I have determined that 
anytime God sends these folks to my house, it’s so I can help them consider their beliefs.
 I get to ask them questions about the role of the Holy Spirit, challenge Jehovah Witnesses that the 
Hebrew Name is actually YHWH and that Jehovah is anglicized, and point them to Scripture and the words of 
Jesus.
 With Brigham, it was no different.  Brigham asked what I did. I told him first and foremost I 
consider myself a missionary.  I told him other things I did for work, but the missionary part really got his 
attention because doing missionary work for him was more or less required. For us who follow Jesus as the 
only true God, Lord, and Savior, it’s an identity.  

 My philosophy is that there are two different people groups to reach with the good news of God’s 
Kingdom: those we can “go” to and those who are “sent” to us.  Mary and Brigham were sent to us. It’s so 
easy to be bold with those who initiate with us first.  As God pours out His Spirit in these days, join me in 
sharing the most important news with those who are sent to you. 
  Thank you for your devotion to Jesus, our family, and 
the work God has called us to.

For the record, I, Demarick, cannot do that.  
If you see me in this position, call for help.  
Caydence, on the hand, is getting stretched 
out after a workout with her mom.

We took a trip to the Everglades of Florida.  
Here we are looking over the “sea of grass.”  
It truly is beautiful.


