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Reaching More Hurting Youth   

“Hello. My name is “M” and I have a 13 year old son named “G.” He 
struggles with anxiety and depression. He doesn’t have any friends and his 
biological father lives in Texas. Is there any room in your program?”  

When I met “G,” he would not look me in the eye. He only spoke in one word 
answers. I knew that a year ago he had been hospitalized for depression. 
Since then he has been isolating himself to his bedroom, ignoring his family. 

Last week I took “G” and a group of boys on a canoe trip down the Sunrise 
River. While all the boys laughed and splashed around, “G” remained silent.  

We finished our trip with a picnic on the river, and a Bible study on Psalms 
one. Then suddenly out of the blue “G” spoke up, “Wow, this has turned into 
quite the adventure!” It was the first time I ever saw him smile. 

That night I received a text from “G’s” mom. “G” had a great time. He’s been 
talking about canoeing all night. Thank you so much for bringing him!” 

This is the fifth time in recent weeks I received an inquiry for a new student from a concerned single parent. In the 
fall we launched our weekly after school programing for Timber Bay in North Branch. In less than one year, our 
outreach has tripled in size and now extends to 4 different school districts, 40 miles apart.  

Our number one barrier to teen participation in Timber Bay is transportation. We remove this barrier by 
providing rides to teens to-and-from for all weekly programing and camps. But we need more vehicle space!  

Now is the time for our second phase of growth – purchasing two gently used ministry vans.  

A 12 passenger van and a 7-8 passenger minivan van would be perfect for us. It would allow us to transport up to 
40 participants each week (2 weekly groups of 20). The 12 passenger gives us more space for students, luggage 
and towing capacity for camps and trips. The minivan is more fuel efficient for mentoring small groups of teens.  

We estimate the total cost of two reliable used vans in the neighborhood of $40,000. (Used car prices are up 40%) 

Would you pray and consider giving above-and-beyond your regular giving toward the purchase of these vans?  

Your investment in this project will help us bring the hope of Jesus to more hurting youth like “G.” Please consider 
prayerfully the needs of our ministry and faithfully give as the Lord leads you to. Thank you for your generosity! 

On behalf of the youth we serve,  

  

Matt & Jenni Halseth 
Area Director, North Branch Timber Bay 
Cell: 651-329-8633   Email: matthalseth@timberbay.org 
Give directly to this project: www.TimberBay.org/give/NorthBranchVan                                                             (OVER)         

 

The mental health crisis 
among our youth today 

is only getting worse. 
Help us reach them with 
the good news of Jesus. 
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  100% from broken families 

  93% from fatherless homes  

  87% have little to no church 

involvement 

  From 4 school districts 

extending 40 miles apart  

  1 Full-time staff 

  1 Part-time outreach staff 

  2 Volunteer Mentors 

  6 Volunteers providing 

meals to weekly programs 

  7 Community Care Team 

members  

  Social Workers 

  Mental Health Care Workers 

  School Counselors  

  Juvenile Agents / Police 

  Addiction Treatment Center 

  Local Churches 

  Concerned Grand/Parents 

Timber Bay exists to bring the 

hope and love of Jesus Christ 

to at-risk youth  

 

 
Why Purchase Two Ministry Vans? There are four primary reasons: 

Growth. We’ve now exceeded/outgrown our current seating capacity. Two 

ministry vans would allow for more teens to be impacted by the gospel.  

Service. Most of our teens come from single parent families with time and 

financial constraints. Providing transportation is a vital way to serve them. 

Liability. The vehicles would belong to Timber Bay, thus our volunteers 

and staff wouldn’t always need to use their vehicles, avoiding wear & tear. 

Availability. Having our own ministry vehicles means that we don’t have to 

scramble last minute when we need space and other vehicles are in use.  

 

 

 
If there is one thing that is clear when we started this work, God is the one 
who makes everything happen. From bringing the right students to 
providing everything we need. We are completely dependent on him! 

First, pray that God would meet this need through his provision. Second, 
consider how you might be personally involved. Lastly, share our need 
with others (friends, small group, church or business) and see God provide!  

Our goal is to raise the extra $40,000 for the two used vans by July 31st 

so we are ready to go for the new 2022-2023 school year.  

Give NOW! Go to www.TimberBay.org/give/NorthBranchVan or use the 
enclosed slip and envelope. THANK YOU for helping us reach our goal!  
 
  

 

  
 

  


