
Demarick & Beth Patton

Praises and Prayer Requests:

•   God loves to speak to us so we 
can bless others.  Praise Him for His 
goodness to interact with us as the loving 
Father that He Is.

•  Please continue to pray that we as 
a family would be “slow to speak and 
quick to listen” in prayer.  Helping my 
girls know and recognize the Lord’s 
Voice is a top priority in parenting them. 
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August 2022Dear friends and family,

 God has convinced me more than ever of the following: the only way to live is to listen 
to Him moment by moment.  God communicates with us because He loves us and hasn’t left us as 
orphans.  This being a conviction of mine, I make it a habit to practice listening everyday.  I still 
don’t do this continually in my waking hours, but I am getting better at it.
 This summer, our family attended a Christian camp in South Carolina known as Pine Cove 
Family Camp.  (It’s the same Pine Cove as the one in Texas, just another location.)  This was our 
third year in a row to attend.  Our girls love it.  The week serves to be an excellent time for our 
entire family to connect with each other and with God. Plus, it’s just fun.
 In the spring of 2020, after an injury had been keeping me out of my normal morning 
runs, I went on a bike ride.  I suddenly “smelled Pine Cove.”  I had been to Pine Cove as a kid, and 
this sudden aroma was exactly the type of smell I had remembered at Pine Cove. God often uses 
smells (with memories and images attached) to capture my attention.  
 When I arrived home from that biking session, I told Beth, “I think we are supposed to put 
our name on the waiting list to go to Pine Cove this summer.”  Beth replied, “I just emailed them 
yesterday and put our name on the waiting list.”  She and I hadn’t even discussed going up to that 
point.  This was late spring of 2020. A week later we received a call that there was an opening for a 
week that summer. Many people had canceled their plans because of Covid, so we were able to go.  
 God met us there.  We were able to minister to dozens of college students.  (College 
students essentially run the camp for ten weeks.)  It was like old times being back on campus with 
all the interactions we had to invest in these wonderful young adults.
 Fast forward to this summer of 2022, three “Pine Cove summers” later. Beth and I took 
those same opportunities to invest in the college students working the camp.  I happened to meet a 
recent college graduate, Emma, who was a horse wrangler. It was her last summer at Pine Cove; she 
shared that she was off to get a job “in the real world” once camp was over in early August. 
 Emma had met a young man who had a great interest in her, and they had decided that 
they should live in the same city to get to know each other better.  After Pine Cove, Emma was 
headed to Birmingham.  
 Being a connector, I told her I knew a lot of folks in Birmingham and would put some 
feelers out based upon her interest in working as a social media manager for a ministry.  I waited a 
few weeks, and then felt prompted by the Lord one day to contact a friend named Eric who worked 
for a ministry in Birmingham.  Eric took my call. I shared about Emma looking for work, and he said 
his current social media manager had just put in her two weeks’ notice.  What?!? 
   God’s timing is perfect.  Most days now have these types of stories associated with them.  
It’s amazing how God is in all of the details (not the devil.)   May you experience the goodness of 
God in hearing Him clearly and walking in His perfect 
timing!
 

Sienna swinging high at Pine Cove 
this summer!

Caydence receiving “Character 
Awards” from her camp counselor at 
Pine Cove.


