
“If only you saw 
what I see every 

Sunday at 
church!”

     I (David) was back 
in La Crosse, WI were 
I served for 3 years and 
sitting across the table 
from some friends. 
   I was there for a work 
trip and had just shared 
how it was sad for me 
walking around the 
campus 14 years later 
because it just didn’t 
seem like much had 
changed. 
   Did all those 
conversations in White 
Hall Dorm really 
impact any lives, etc.? 
   That’s when my 
friend shared the quote 
above. He is now a 
pastor in the area and 
every Sunday he sees 
those former students 
in the congregation, 
leading their families, 
walking with God and 
multiplying their lives 
for Christ! So cool! 
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Where do you see the Christmas Cactus? 
Wednesday mornings we 
load the family up in the van 
and make a quick stop at 
Publix grocery story on our 
way to our weekly meeting 
for participants. I (Heidi) 
pick up creamers, treats and 
if needed, flowers for the 
tables. Since our family had 
been sick for a week, I 
hadn’t gotten out our normal 
artificial trees for table décor so was thankful where there were cute 
little Christmas cactuses on sale. They were perfect.

At the end of the meeting, I encouraged participants to take the plants 
home with them and smiled as I saw a friend walk out to her car with 
one in her hands. Later in the day she texted me and asked, “Did you 
bring the Christmas cactuses today?” I said yes, and then she 
shared how God met her through that “little” detail.

Her grandmother had given her a Christmas cactus twenty years ago 
and it would bloom twice a year; she loved it. But during a painful 
season of transient living, she had to distribute her beloved plants, 
including her cactus, to friends. One night her friend who was caring 
for the cactus didn’t turn the heat on on their porch and it froze. She 
was so sad. This summer she even tried propagating new cuttings from 
the original plant but without success. 

“Then today, there were Christmas cactuses sitting on the tables that 
were the same color as mine and I got to take one home. Feels like 
this little ‘I see you’ to me today (from God).”

So during this Christmas when things don’t turn out, aches of missing 
those who aren’t present bubble up and loneliness settles in, can we 
look for the Christmas cactus? How is God calling us near through 
the losses and the mess? Because that’s the whole point, right? Jesus 
coming down in the mess and being with us. Emmanuel; God with us. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

Thank God for 
an awesome 
trip to GA for 
Thanksgiving! 
Merci Seigneur!

Thank God we are 
over the stomach 
flu- 6 of us got it. 
Now we need to 
rebuild strength

Lexie would feel 
delighted in as 
she celebrates 
her bday w/ 
friends

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Praise God for 
the new building 
we’re meeting in 
for church!

Please pray we 
find the leak in 
our house that let 
in so much water 
during the 
hurricanes 

We wouldn’t be 
controlled by our 
drive to 
complete tasks 
but rest and play 
as well

Participants 
would be blessed 
by this morning’s 
message

We’d take joy in 
worshipping 
Jesus together 
at our last life 
group of 2022

Praise God Theo 
comes home 
happy from pre-K 
and usually has a 
sparkle in his eye. 

For our girls to 
have natural 
things they 
connect over.

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Pray for our 
Pastor and his 
family as they 
navigate church 
without a space 
to meet. 

We’d have 
renewed vision for 
lifelong living for 
the Lord &  make 
daily choices to 
walk with Him

Thank God for 
my friend Beth 
who has taught 
our kids science 
this semester. 
They have loved 
it!

Pray for health 
for our family. I 
(Heidi) miss a lot 
of gatherings b/c 
our kids are sick. I 
can get anxious 
when they start 
to get ill.

It’s the season 
of recitals, 
performances, 
gift exchanges, 
etc… as mom, I 
hold a lot of 
those details. 
Pray I’d trust…

…God with the 
results and the 
journey. And that 
our kids would 
take joy in playing, 
dancing and all 
things. For God is 
lovely.

The girls’ ballet 
recital. For their 
instructor to have 
the help she 
needs, a clear 
mind to execute 
well and delight in 
the Lord.

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Pray our 
neighbors would 
come to the kids’ 
Christmas play 
performance

Happy 3rd 
birthday to our 
Benji! He brings so 
much joy to those 
around him. He’s 
curious and 
daring.

14 years of 
marriage!!! I 
marvel at God’s 
good, good gift 
in giving Dave to 
me as my 
husband.

Praise God for 
the gift of 
spending 
Christmas with 
our family in MN 
this year. It is only 
the second time..

…in 13 years 
that we’ve 
been in MN for 
Christmas. Theo 
and Ben have 
never even 
seen snow!

Please pray we’d 
treasure the 
moments and not 
get lost in the 
shuffle, illness or 
disappointments.

Our kids would 
grow to love 
Christ more than 
we ever do & 
love others well

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Thank you, Jesus, 
for your 
obedience & 
coming to Earth

Pray for our 
neighbors to find 
and love Christ.

God would show 
us how to 
discipline and 
connect with 
each our kids

For Jack to have 
a new project to 
pour his heart  
into & a new 
series to read.

Thank Jesus for 
the beautiful 
people I call 
family

Dave and I would 
have time to 
celebrate our 
anniversary.

Safe travels as we 
head back to FL & 
thankful hearts.

Left: Jack finished reading the 
Chronicles of Narnia for the 3rd 

time. It’s a challenge to find mature 
but appropriate books to match his 

love of reading 

Right: Chloe “sparkle” picks things 
up quickly and is very creative: 

bold, saturated colors mark her art


